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complaints received pursuant to sec-
tion 301 of the Trade Act.

(4) On the basis of its review of peti-
tions filed under section 301 and of the
views received through hearings or oth-
erwise on such petitions, makes rec-
ommendations to the TPSC for review
by that committee.

[40 FR 39497, Aug. 28, 1975, as amended at 42
FR 55611, Oct 18, 1977]

§2002.4 Participation by other agen-
cies.

The chairman of the Trade Policy
Committee, the Trade Policy Commit-
tee Review Group, the Section 301 Com-
mittee, and the Trade Policy Staff
Committee may invite the participa-
tion in the activities of their commit-
tees of any other agencies when mat-
ters of interest to such agencies are
under consideration.

[40 FR 18420, Apr. 28, 1975. Redesignated and
amended at 40 FR 39497, Aug. 28, 1975]
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§2003.0 Office, mailing address, tele-
phone number, and hours.

(a) The office of the Committee is at
room 729, 1800 G Street NW., Washing-
ton, DC 20506.

(b) All communications to the Com-
mittee should be addressed to the ‘““Sec-
retary, Trade Policy Staff Committee,
Office of the Special Representative for
Trade Negotiations, room 729, 1800 G
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20506.""

§2003.2

(c) The telephone number of the of-
fice of the Committee is (202) 395-3395.

(d) The regular hours of the office of
the Committee are from 9 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. on each business day, Monday
through Friday.

§2003.1 Notice of public hearings.

The Committee shall publish in the
FEDERAL REGISTER a notice of a pro-
posed public hearing, the subject mat-
ter of the proposed public hearing, the
period during which written briefs may
be submitted, the period during which
requests may be submitted to present
oral testimony, and the time and place
of the proposed public hearing, in the
following instances:

(a) Upon publication of lists of arti-
cles by the President under section
131(a), or sections 503(a) and 131(a), of
the Trade Act as a result of which pub-
lic hearings are required to be held by
section 133 of the Trade Act with re-
spect to any matter relevant to a pro-
posed trade agreement, or with respect
to any matter relevant to the granting
of generalized tariff preferences for the
listed articles;

(b) Whenever the Special Representa-
tive or the Deputy Special Representa-
tive determines that public hearings in
connection with the review of a request
submitted pursuant to Part 2007 of
these regulations, pertaining to the
duty-free treatment accorded to arti-
cles under the GSP, are in the public
interest.

(c) Upon instructions of the Special
Representative.

[40 FR 18421, Apr. 28, 1975, as amended at 40
FR 39498, Aug. 28, 1975; 40 FR 60042, Dec. 31,
1975]

§2003.2 Testimony and submission of
written briefs.

(a) Participation by an interested
party in a public hearing announced
under §2003.1 shall require the submis-
sion of a written brief before the close
of the period announced, in the public
notice for its submission. Such brief
may be, but need not be, supplemented
by the presentation of oral testimony
in accordance with §2003.4.

(b) A written brief by an interested
party concerning any aspect of the
trade agreements program or any re-
lated matter not subject to paragraph
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§2003.4

(a) of this section, and submitted pur-
suant to a public notice shall be sub-
mitted before the close of the period
announced in the public notice for its
submission.

(c) A written brief shall state clearly
the position taken and shall describe
with particularity the evidence sup-
porting such position. It shall be sub-
mitted in not less than twenty (20) cop-
ies which shall be legibly typed, print-
ed, or duplicated.

(d) In order to assure each party an
opportunity to contest the information
provided by other interested parties,
the Committee will entertain rebuttal
briefs filed by any party within a time
limit specified by the Committee. Re-
buttal briefs shall conform, in form and
number, to the provisions of paragraph
(c) of this section. Rebuttal briefs
should be strictly limited to dem-
onstrating errors of fact or analysis
not pointed out in the briefs or hear-
ings and should be as concise as pos-
sible.

(e) A written brief by an interested
party concerning any aspect of the
Trade Agreements Program or any re-
lated matter not subject to paragraph
(a) or (b) of this section may be submit-
ted at any time.

(f) The requirements in paragraphs
(a) through (d) of this section may be
waived by the Special Representative,
the Deputy Special Representative, or
the Chairman of the Committee for
reasons of equity and the public inter-
est.

[40 FR 18421, Apr. 28, 1975, as amended at 40
FR 39498, Aug. 28, 1975]

§2003.3 [Reserved]

§2003.4 Presentation of oral testimony
at public hearings.

(a) A request by an interested party
to present oral testimony at a public
hearing shall be submitted in writing
before the close of the period an-
nounced in the public notice for its
submission, and shall state briefly the
interest of the applicant and the posi-
tion to be taken by the applicant. Such
request will be granted only if a writ-
ten brief has been prepared and submit-
ted in accordance with §2003.2. The re-
quirements of this subpart may be
waived by the Special Representative,

15 CFR Ch. XX (1-1-97 Edition)

the Deputy Special Representative or
the Chairman of the Committee for
reasons of equity and the public inter-
est.

(b) After receipt and consideration of
a request to present oral testimony at
a public hearing, the Secretary of the
Committee shall notify the applicant
whether the request conforms to the
requirements of paragraph (a) of this
section, and if so, the time and place
for the hearing and for his appearance,
and the amount of time allotted for his
oral testimony, and if not, will give the
reasons why the request does not con-
form to the requirements.

(c) In presenting testimony, the in-
terested party should supplement the
information contained in the written
brief, and should be prepared to answer
questions relating to such information.

(d) A stenographic record shall be
made of every public hearing.

[40 FR 18421, Apr. 28, 1975, as amended at 40
FR 39498, Aug. 28, 1975]

§2003.5 Information open to public in-
spection.

(a) With the exception of information
subject to §2003.6, an interested party
may, upon request, inspect at the office
of the Committee:

(1) Any written request, brief, or
similar submission of information;

(2) Any stenographic record of a pub-
lic hearing;

(3) Other public written information
concerning the trade agreements pro-
gram and related matters.

§2003.6 Information exempt from pub-
lic inspection.

(a) The Committee shall exempt from
public inspection business information
submitted by an interested party if the
Committee determines that such infor-
mation concerns or relates to trade se-
crets and commercial and financial in-
formation the disclosure of which is
not authorized by the interested party
furnishing such information and is not
required by law.

(b) A party requesting that the Com-
mittee exempt from public inspection
business information submitted in
writing shall clearly mark each page
““‘BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL’ at the top.
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(c) The Committee may deny a re-
quest that it exempt from public in-
spection any particular business infor-
mation if it determines that such infor-
mation is not entitled to exemption
under paragraph (a) of this section. In
the event of such denial, the party sub-
mitting the particular business infor-
mation will be notified of the reasons
for the denial and will be permitted to
withdraw his submission.

PART 2004—FREEDOM OF INFOR-
MATION POLICIES AND PROCE-
DURES

Sec.

2004.1 General.

2004.2 Availability of records.

2004.3 [Reserved]

2004.4 Records which may be exempt from
disclosure.

2004.5 Classified records and
from other agencies.

2004.6 Release or denial of
records.

2004.7 Appeals.

2004.8 Time limits.

2004.9 Fees schedule.

2004.10 Fee payments.

2004.11 Current index.

2004.12 Annual report to Congress.

AUTHORITY: Pub. L. 93-618, 88 Stat. 1978, (5
U.S.C. 552), as amended by Pub. L. 93-502; (19
U.S.C. 2171).

SOURCE: 40 FR 30934, July 24, 1975, unless
otherwise noted.

information

request for

§2004.1 General.

This information is furnished for the
guidance of the public and in compli-
ance with the requirements of section
552 of title 5, U.S.C. as amended.

§2004.2 Availability of records.

(a) All identifiable records of the Of-
fice of the Special Representative shall
be made available to the public upon
compliance with the procedures estab-
lished in this part, except to the extent
that a determination is made to with-
hold a record subject to exemption
under 5 U.S.C. 552(b).

(b) All requests for records must be
in writing and shall be addressed to
Freedom of Information Officer, Office
of the Special Representative for Trade
Negotiations, 1800 G Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20506. Requests should
reasonably identify the particular

§2004.4

record or records sought. Such a de-
scription, if possible, should include
date, format, subject matter, office
originating or receiving the record, and
the name of any person to whom the
record is known to relate.

§2004.3 [Reserved]

§2004.4 Records which may be exempt
from disclosure.

(@) The following categories of
records maintained by the Office of the
STR may be exempted from disclosure:

(1) Records specifically authorized
under criteria established by an execu-
tive order to be kept secret in the in-
terest of national defense or foreign
policy and are in fact properly classi-
fied pursuant to such executive order.

(2) Records related solely to the in-
ternal personnel rules and practices of
the agency.

(3) Records specifically exempted
from disclosure by statute, including
but not limited to information relating
to trade negotiations exempted under
trade negotiations exempted under
Public Law 93-618, section 135(g)(1) (A)
and B and section 135(g)(2).

(4) Records of trade secrets and com-
mercial or financial information ob-
tained from a person and privileged or
confidential.

(5) Records which are inter-agency or
intra-agency memorandums, letters,
telegrams, or airgrams which would
not be available by law to a party
other than an agency in litigation with
the agency.

(6) Records such as personnel and
medical files and similar files the pub-
lic disclosure of which would con-
stitute a clearly unwarranted invasion
of personal privacy.

(7) Such other records that fall with-
in exceptions noted in 5 U.S.C. 552(b)
(7), (8) and (9).

(b) Any reasonably segregable non-
exempt portion of a record shall be pro-
vided to any person requesting such
record after deletion of the portions
which are exempt under paragraph (a)
of this section. Normally a portion of a
record shall be considered reasonably
segregable when segregation can
produce an intelligible record which is
not distorted out of context and does

367



		Superintendent of Documents
	2010-10-28T18:57:44-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




